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TAKE HOLD MINISTR SCHOOL      ISAIAH/EZEKIEL SUPPLEMENT 

WHO IS THE SUBJECT OF ISAIAH 14 & EZEKIEL 28? 

TWO VIEWS* 

THE FIGURE IS THE ADVERSARY 
(CATHOLIC/KING JAMES ONLYIST VIEW) 

THE FIGURE IS NOT THE ADVERSARY 
(HEBREW EXEGETICAL VIEW) 

In 382 CE, Pope Damascus commissioned Jerome 
to translate the Bible from Greek (he did not use 
the Hebrew text) into Latin, which task he 
completed in 405 CE.   
 
The Greek (Septuagint) text used in Isaiah 14:12 

the word ὁ ἑωσφόρος (ho heosphoros) to 

translate the Hebrew הילל (heylel), which Jerome 
translated into Latin as “Lucifer” (light bringer), 
assuming that it was meant to equate to the same 
being presented in Revelation 12:9-12 and Luke 
10:18-19, i.e. the Adversary.  Interestingly, at the 
time, Lucifer was the Latin name for the false god 
Venus. 
 
Since Isaiah 14 calls its subject “the king of Babel” 
and Ezekiel 28 calls its subject “the king of Zoar,” 
which is in Babylon, students of these texts have 
understood them as both referring to the same 
figure.  (This parallel is not disputed among Bible 
scholars.) 
 
Note that Jerome’s translation (the Vulgate) 
contains several errors, including a statement that 
when Moses came down from Mount Sinai, his 
face had grown horns (rather than was emitting 
rays of light, as the Hebrew states). 

The Hebrew word הילל (heylel) in Isaiah 14:12 
appears nowhere else but in this one verse.  Its 
actual meaning is “crescent moon” (the symbol of 
Islam).  The root can mean “shine” or “boast.” 
 
The figure in view in Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28 is an 
iconoclastic human being (Ezekiel 28:9 “you are a 
man; you are not G-d”).  Note the verse says 
“man” rather than “angel.”  Ezekiel 28:16 
addresses his sin thus: “When your commerce 
grew, you became filled with violence (The Hebrew 
word is hamas), and in this way you sinned.”   
 
Whose teachings gave rise to the creation of 
Hamas?  Mohammed.  This is probably who is in 
view in this prophecy.  One of Allah’s names is 
“Lord of the Dawn” and this figure is called “Son of 
the Dawn.” Hamas is mentioned again in Isaiah 

60:18 - “No longer will violence (Hamas, ָחָמס ) be 
heard in your land, nor ruin or destruction within 
your borders, but you will call your walls Salvation 
and your gates Praise.”   (Isaiah 60:18).  This 
prophesies the defeat of the terrorist branch 
(Hamas) of the crescent moon (Islam).  
 
Interestingly, the companion passage to Isaiah 14 
(Ezekiel 28) makes reference at verse 9 to “the 
wounding ones” using the Hebrew word m’halel, 
the root of which rhymes with the root of heylel. 

*A third view is that this figure is just a human king living during the lifetime of Isaiah with no future prophetic 
aspect in view. 
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