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Torah Essay (due 19.SEP.12)  group paper 
 

Do one of the following: 
 

1. Write a 2-4 page reflection (12-point Times New 
Roman font, DS, 1” margins) on Genesis 37-50.  
You will focus on Judah (not Joseph) and on 
what his role in the narrative is.  Your final para-
graph should tie the lesson you derive from this 
study to your own life.  You may consult com-
mentaries and journal articles for this assign-
ment.  Cite all references in Turabian style foot-
notes. Format guide available online at Trinity’s 
website: http://lib.trinity.edu/research/citing/
turabianNotes.pdf. 
 

2. Read Genesis 6-9 and Tablet XI of the “Epic of 
Gilgamesh” (available online at http://
www.ancienttexts.org/library/mesopotamian/
gilgamesh/tab11.htm)  In 2-4 DS pages, com-
pare and contrast the two flood accounts paying 
particular attention to what each says about the 
deity/deities involved.  How is Adonai different 
than the Babylonian deity?  How does Adonai’s 
character influence how we do ministry today? 
 

3. Using a Bible concordance, find all Torah pas-
sages addressing “the alien” or “foreigner.” 
Read these and compose a 2-4 page essay on 
how these passages speak to our context.  How 

can we glorify Adonai in our treatment of the 
“alien” in our city, state, and nation?  Identify 
which concordance you use in your introduction.  
Make sure it corresponds to the Bible version 
you use (NIV Concordance = NIV; Strong’s = 

KJV, etc.). 

RUBRIC 

 0-69 FAIL 70-79 C 80-89 B 90-100 A 

EXEGESIS missed the 
point in all  
aspects. 

genuine effort 
to understand 
the text(s) 
and/or con-
cepts. 

college level 
attention to 
detail 

seminary level 
attention to 
detail 

RESEARCH none 1-3 sources, 
but not all are 
scholarly and/
or relevant. 

1-3 good rele-
vant scholarly 
sources. 

more than 3 
relevant schol-
arly sources. 

STRUCTURE not discern-
able 

good writing 
skills, but may 
have some 
issues with 
clarity, flow, or 
construction.  

paragraphs 
thematically 
constructed, 
logical flow, 
few grammati-
cal errors. 

paragraphs 
thematically 
constructed, 
logical flow, no 
grammatical 
errors. 

TURABIAN 
FORMAT 

Did not follow 
Turabian for-
mat. 

Followed 
Turabian for-
mat with few 
errors. 

Followed 
Turabian for-
mat with no 
errors. 

Followed 
Turabian for-
mat with no 
errors; appro-
priate use of 
epexegetical 
footnotes and 
appendices. 

APPLICATION no attempt 
made 

application 
found in an-
other source. 

appropriate 
and original 
application 

application 
demonstrates 
evidence of 
critical think-
ing. 

 

http://lib.trinity.edu/research/citing/turabianNotes.pdf
http://lib.trinity.edu/research/citing/turabianNotes.pdf
http://www.ancienttexts.org/library/mesopotamian/gilgamesh/tab11.htm
http://www.ancienttexts.org/library/mesopotamian/gilgamesh/tab11.htm
http://www.ancienttexts.org/library/mesopotamian/gilgamesh/tab11.htm
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Judges Project (due 03.OCT.12)  individual 
 

Mine your assigned text and other support 
sources for the following data.  Note that for 
some judges, not all data may be given.  You 
may find study Bibles, Bible dictionaries (e.g.  
Anchor), commentaries, or OT surveys helpful in 

locating this data.  Creativity encouraged! 

 sin which prompted the event 

  name of the person and/or nation oppressing 

Israel in your event 

 name of the Judge and tribe he/she is from 

 date of the event 

 method of deliverance 

 lesson and/or application 

 

This chart might prove helpful as well. 

 

RUBRIC 

 0-69 FAIL 70-79 C 80-89 B 90-100 A 

QUALITY OF 
DATA 

incorrect or 
incomplete. 

accurate data. additional  
interesting 
data provided. 

additional  
relevant data 
provided. 

EXTRA-
BIBLICAL 
RESEARCH 

none beyond 
assigned text 

1-3 sources, 
but not all are 
scholarly and/
or relevant. 

uses scholarly 
sources to 
attempt to 
tackle the 
“retribution 
principle” di-
lemma. 

uses scholarly 
sources to 
competently 
address the 
“retribution 
principle” di-
lemma. 

CREATIVITY OF 
PRESENTATION 

not discern-
able 

typical lecture 
format. 

shows effort to 
be creative 
with the as-
signment. 

blows the au-
dience away 
with creativity! 

TURABIAN 
FORMAT 

Did not follow 
Turabian for-
mat. 

Followed 
Turabian for-
mat with few 
errors. 

Followed 
Turabian for-
mat with no 
errors. 

Followed 
Turabian for-
mat with no 
errors; appro-
priate use of 
epexegetical 
footnotes and 
appendices. 

APPLICATION 
Extrapolate an 
appropriate prin-
ciple to apply to 
our life/ministry. 

no attempt 
made 

application 
found in an-
other source. 

appropriate 
and original 
application 

application 
demonstrates 
evidence of 
critical think-
ing. 
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Exegetical Paper (due 17.OCT.12) 

 individual or group  
 
Select one of the following passages to exegete: 

 

 Genesis 20:1-18 
 2 Chronicles 26:16-21 
 Job 31 
 Jeremiah 29 (esp. 11) in light of ch. 28 
 Ezekiel 28 
 Malachi 1 
 Micah 6 
 other passages of interest may be used with ad-

vance professor approval 
 

FORMAT: 

 Title Page  
 Introduction: 1 paragraph ending with thesis 

statement 
 Literary Context: 1/2-1 page 
 Historical-Cultural Context: 1-2 pages 
 Interpretive Issues:  What, if any, disagree-

ments exist re: how the passage means (1/2-1 
page) 

 Their Town:  What it most likely meant to the 
original audience in the original context (1-3 
pages) 

 Principlizing Bridge: What is the spiritual or 
ethical principle which is at the core of the pas-
sage’s message? (1-2 paragraphs) 

 Our Town:  How it applies to 21st Century ur-
ban Grand Rapids. (1-2 paragraphs/conclusion)  

 Works Referenced:  List all sources which in-
fluenced your understanding of the passage 
(not just those you quoted directly or para-
phrased) in Turabian format. 

RUBRIC 

 0-69 FAIL 70-79 C 80-89 B 90-100 A 

EXEGESIS missed the 
point in all  
aspects. 

genuine effort 
to understand 
the text(s) 
and/or con-
cepts. 

college level 
attention to 
detail 

seminary level 
attention to 
detail 

RESEARCH none 1-3 sources 
per page, but 
not all are 
scholarly and/
or relevant. 

1-3 good rele-
vant scholarly 
sources per 
page. 

more than 3 
relevant schol-
arly sources 
per page. 

STRUCTURE not discern-
able 

good writing 
skills, but may 
have some 
issues with 
clarity, flow, or 
construction.  

paragraphs 
thematically 
constructed, 
logical flow, 
few grammati-
cal errors. 

paragraphs 
thematically 
constructed, 
logical flow, no 
grammatical 
errors. 

TURABIAN 
FORMAT 

Did not follow 
Turabian for-
mat. 

Followed 
Turabian for-
mat with few 
errors. 

Followed 
Turabian for-
mat with no 
errors. 

Followed 
Turabian for-
mat with no 
errors; appro-
priate use of 
epexegetical 
footnotes and 
appendices. 

APPLICATION no attempt 
made 

application 
found in an-
other source. 

appropriate 
and original 
application 

application 
demonstrates 
evidence of 
critical think-
ing. 
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Prophets Project (due 24.OCT.12)  individual 
 

Mine your assigned text and other support 
sources for the following data.  Note that for 
some judges, not all data may be given.  You 
may find study Bibles, Bible dictionaries (e.g.  
Anchor), commentaries, or OT survey textbooks 

helpful in locating this data. 

 name of the Prophet and tribe he/she is from 

 dates of the service 

 message & immediate audience 

 sitz im leben which prompted message 

 lesson and/or application 

 

Organize this data into a handout for the class in 
the form of a “Prophets of YHWH” trading card.  
Some sort of image representing the prophet or 
his ministry should adorn the front; and “stats” will 
go on the back.  This data will be presented to 
the class in any creative manner you please.  
Past students have produced skits or videos, per-
formed original songs (remind me to sing the 
Elijah song), or resituated the prophet and his 
message into our time.  Be creative and have fun 
with this!  Prophets were known for their eccen-

tricity! 

RUBRIC 

 0-69 FAIL 70-79 C 80-89 B 90-100 A 

QUALITY OF 
DATA 

incorrect or 
incomplete. 

accurate data. additional  
interesting 
data provided. 

additional  
relevant data 
provided. 

CREATIVITY OF 
PRESENTATION 

not discern-
able 

typical lecture 
format. 

shows effort to 
be creative 
with the as-
signment. 

blows the au-
dience away 
with creativity! 

APPLICATION 
Extrapolate an 
appropriate prin-
ciple to apply to 
our life/ministry. 

no attempt 
made 

application 
found in an-
other source. 

appropriate 
and original 
application 

application 
demonstrates 
evidence of 
critical think-
ing. 

 

Prophets of YHWH 

Jeremiah ben Hilkiah 


