
Defending the Faith 
  

What is “Apologetics” 
Classicists will tell you that “Apologetics” is one of the three branches of  
Theology, the other two being Dogmatics (Orthodoxy) and Ethics 
(Orthopraxy).  The classical meaning of “apology” is very different than the 
modern usage of that word.  In theological circles, its meaning is “defense” 
rather than “concession.”  Thus, Apologetics is properly defined as the art of 
“defending, or making a case for, the Truth of the Christian Faith.”1   
 

We must understand what we believe before we can adequately defend it.  This course, thus, is 
an exercise in fides quaerens intellectum, i.e. faith seeking understanding, leading into a primer 
in articulating what we believe through both affirmative (statements of faith or testimonies) and 
defensive (exposure of or response to untruth) presentations. 

 

Biblical Call to Do Apologetics 
1 Peter 3:15-16 - “But in your hearts revere the Messiah as L-rd.  Always be prepared to give  

an answer [defense] to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope [faith] you 
have.  But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those 
who speak maliciously against  your good behavior in Messiah may be ashamed of their 
slander.”2  (Memorize these 2 verses!  This is the guiding passage for this course.) 

John 8:31-32 - “To the Jews who had believed Him, Yeshua said, “If you take hold of My teach-
ing, you are truly My disciples.  Then you will know the Truth, and the Truth will set you 
free.” 

Acts 1:3 - “After His suffering, He [Yeshua] presented Himself alive by many infallible  
evidences.  He appeared to them over 40 days and spoke about the Kingdom of G-d.” 

Acts 22:1 - “Brothers and fathers: listen now to my defense.” [The next 20 verses form a Paul’s 
defense (apologetic) for his faith in Yeshua.  Chapter 26 of Acts reports a similar presenta-
tion.]  

Ezekiel 33:8-9 - “When I say to the wicked, ’You wicked person: you will surely die;’ if you do not 
speak out to dissuade him from his ways, that wicked person will die for his sin, but I will 
hold you responsible for his blood.  However, if you do warn the wicked person to turn from 
his ways and he does not do so, he will still die for his sin, but you will have saved yourself 
[from the responsibility for it].”  (This includes addressing false teachers.) 

Jeremiah 23:28a - “If a ’prophet’ has a dream, let him tell it as a dream; but someone who has 
My Word should speak My Word faithfully….”  

Jeremiah 23:32 - “’I am against those who concoct prophesies out of fake dreams,’ says 
ADONAI.  ‘They tell them, and by their lies and arrogance lead My people astray.  I did not 
send them nor commission them, and they do this people no good at all,’ says ADONAI.” 

1 Timothy 6:3-4a - “If anyone teaches differently and does not agree with the sound precepts of 
our L-rd Yeshua the Messiah and to doctrine that is in keeping with godliness [Torah-
obedience], he is swollen with conceit and understands nothing….” 

1 Timothy 1:3 - “As I counseled you when I left for Macedonia, stay on in Ephesus, so that you 
may order certain people who are teaching false doctrine to stop.”  

1Steven B Cowan, “Introduction,” Five Views on Apologetics (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2000), 8. 

 

2All Scripture passages quoted herein are translated by Rev . Brian Tice from the Greek (UBS4) with adjustments reflecting the Aramaic 
Peshitta for the Newer Testament, and from Hebrew for the Tanakh. 
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