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The claim of some that the OT is “law” and the NT is “grace” is an artificial distinction/
bifurcation.  The objects of this concept study are the two Old Testament (Hebrew) 

words dsexe (hiesed) and NnFxa (hianan).  OT scholar William Dyrness observes of the 

word dsexe (hiesed), “When used of G-d it implies grace - favor without regard to 

merit; when used of man or woman it means piety or devotion” (emphasis mine).2   

 

It is important to note that grace and mercy are “two sides of the same coin.”  Mercy is 
when we do not receive the punishment we deserve; grace is when we do receive the 

reward we don’t deserve. 
 
The Judah-Joseph narrative (Genesis 37-50) is a vivid picture of grace. 
 

Sins of Judah 
 Judah leads his brothers in the decision to sell Joseph into slavery (Genesis 37). 
 Judah withholds his 3rd son from his widowed daughter-in-law, against  

Biblical law (Genesis 38). 
 

Grace shown to Judah 
 Joseph takes care of his brothers, including Judah, during the famine. 
 G-d makes Judah the patriarch of Christ’s lineage. 

 The Hebrew root חנן (hianan; translated grace and gracious) occurs in the Judah-

Joseph narrative five times. 
 

Consider what the “13 Attributes of Mercy” (Exodus 34:6-7) teaches about grace.   
 

 “ADONAI passed before him and proclaimed: “Yud-Hey-Waw-Hey!  Yud-Hey-Waw-

Hey [YHWH] is G-d, merciful and compassionate, slow to anger, rich in grace [NnFxa] 
and truth, showing grace [dsexe] to the thousandth generation, forgiving [leaving un-

punished] offenses, crimes, and sins….”  Notice that forgiveness is linked here to 
grace, thus forgiveness is an undeserved reward.  We are to both forgive our of-
fenders and ask G-d to forgive them [i.e., remember their sin no more] as well; see 
esp. Matthew 6:15; Luke 23:34; and John 20:23.3 

 Seven Biblical passages quote, paraphrase, or allude to Exodus 34:6-7.  These are 
Numbers 14:18-19; Nehemiah 9:17, Psalms 86:15; 103:8; 145:8; Joel 2:13; and  
Jonah 4:2. 

___________________ 
 

         1 This study was conducted using Gerhard Lisowsky, Konkordanz zum Hebräischen Alten Testament 
(2nd ed.; American Bible Society, 2001).  This study is in no way comprehensive, but rather examines a 
representative sample of passages where the concept of grace is presented in the Old Testament. 
         2 William Dyrness, Themes in Old Testament Theology (Carlisle, UK: Paternoster Press, 1977), 58. 
         3 A topical study on forgiveness or mercy/atonement may be done in lieu of the exegetical paper.  
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The Priestly/Aaronic Benediction (Numbers 6:24-26): 
 

[24] May ADONAI bless you and keep you. 

[25] May ADONAI make His face to shine upon you and be gracious [NnFxa] unto you. 

[26] May ADONAI turn His face toward you and give you peace.  
 
A few more prominent Torah passages demonstrating Divine grace: 
 

 Genesis 6:8 “And Noah found grace [NnFxa] in the sight of ADONAI.” (1st mention) 

 Exodus 33:12-17 (5 occurrences of grace in this passage, all forms of NnFxa).   
Context: Adonai speaking to Moses after golden calf (ch. 32), just before second 
copy of stone tablets are given (ch. 34).  

 
An example from the Former Prophets:  Judges 6:17ff. 
 

 “If I have found grace [NnFxa] in Your sight, give me a sign….” 

Note that in vv. 20-22, a sign is given to Gideon. 
  
An example from the Latter Prophets:  Isaiah 26:10 
 

 “Though grace [NnFxa] is shown to the wicked, they do not learn righteousness; even 

in a land of uprightness they go on doing evil and regard not the majesty of 
ADONAI.”  
This verse is echoed in Matthew 5:45 (Sermon on the Mount), illustrating that NT 
grace and OT grace are the same grace. 

 
Relationship between Torah and Grace 

 

Remember also that Torah does not actually mean “law” (the Greek has misled us).  Its 

root verb is hrfyF (yarah), which in the stem that produces the form “torah” means “to 

teach, to point out the direction.”4 

 

Remember that the NT does not abrogate (nullify) even one pen-stroke of the OT: 
 

 Yeshua:  “Until heaven and earth pass away, not one yod or serif of the Torah 
and Prophets shall pass away!”  (Matthew 5:17). 

 Paul:  “Has grace annulled the law?  Heaven forbid!  On the contrary, we  
uphold the law!”  (Romans 3:31). 

 Paul:  “Is the law opposed to the promises of G-d?  Absolutely not! (Galatians 
3:21a). 

 

Both grace and law are presented in both testaments of the Bible. The root NnFxa occurs 

195 times and dsexe appears 245 times for a total of 440 direct references to grace in 

the Old Testament… and probably several more thematic examples.5  Re: the “law,” 
lists of the 613 OT and 1050 NT commands are linked to the course website.  

 

___________________ 
 

         4  Walter C. Kaiser, Jr., Toward an Exegetical Theology (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 1981). 
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Edwin Yamauchi, “NnFxa” and Donald J. Wiseman, “dsexe;” in R. Laird Harris, Gleason L. Archer, Jr., 

and Bruce K. Waltke, eds.; Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament (Chicago: Moody, 1981). 
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