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THE ART OF BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION (HERMENEUTICS) 

hermeneutics the methodology of Biblical interpretation 

eisogesis (eisogete) to read your own meaning into a text (adding to the Word of G-d) 

exegesis (exegete) to draw the meaning out of a text (responsible engagement of the Word) 

Formesgeschichte Form Criticism - the examination of sitz im leben that influenced the 
form/genre a text took. 

Gattungensgeschichte Genre analysis - determining the literary style of a text 

Redaktionsgeschichte Redaction Criticism - the examination of theories re: the process leading 
to the final form of a text. 

metanarrative the overarching story of Scripture    (creation - rebellion - redemption - 
judgment - consignment to heaven or hell - consummation) 

sitz im leben sociological setting (lit. “situation in life”), the conditions at the time 

Tanakh (also spelled Tenach) A Hebrew acronym for the 3 sections of the OT: Torah (instruction/
Pentateuch), Nevi’im (prophets), and Kethuvim (writings) 

targum (pl. targumim) This term refers to a collection of early Aramaic Bible commentaries. 

Welhausen Hypothesis (JEDP) The theory that the Torah had four authors or compilers, taking final 
form during the Exile (586/7 - 537 BCE) or shortly thereafter. 

BIBLICAL THEOLOGY TERMS (NOT INCLUDING SYSTEMATIC LOCI) 

apodictic law general laws, often not indicating consequences (see Exodus 20) 

casuistic (case) law laws concerning a specific situation, usually spelling out consequences 

axiology (axiological) the study of ethics 

epistemology (epistemological) the study of how we know 

ontology (ontological) the study of what physically, tangibly exists 

orthodoxy (orthodoxical) right beliefs; aligning our beliefs with G-d’s Word 

orthopraxy (orthopraxical) right practice; aligning our actions with G-d’s Word 

perichoresis selfless interconnectedness, a term used to describe the Trinity 

Weltanschauung (worldview) the overall perspective through which one interprets the world/life 

The following is a list of terms which are commonly used in Biblical Studies.  As such, you may find 
these in commentaries, journal articles, dissertations, theological dictionaries, and other resources you 
might encounter in your study of the Bible.  You will notice that some of these are German words and 
phrases.  This is because of the plethora of theological concepts which find their origin in the German 
school of thought.  Note that all German nouns, not just proper nouns, are always capitalized.  Keep this 
list at the ready whenever you read scholarly Christian works.  I have grouped the terms categorically. 



LITERARY DEVICES 

acrostic a text (usually a poem or proverb) the first letters of the lines of which 
go through the alphabet (or spell a word or name). 

alliteration (consonance) repetition of consonant sounds 

assonance repetition of vowel sounds 

anastrophe inversion of normal word order 

anthropomorphism speaking of something non-human as having human attributes 

apostrophe speaking to someone who is not present as if they were present 

dysphemism referencing something unpleasant using the most vulgar possible terms  

euphemism referencing something unpleasant in a way that makes it sound less 
unpleasant 

hendiadys communicating one idea using two words for emphasis, e.g. “null and 
void” 

merism (synecdoche) using a part or parts of something to reference the whole, e.g. quoting 
the first line of a psalm to call to the reader’s mind the whole psalm. 

metaphor a comparison equating two things with the verb to be 

simile a comparison using “like” or “as” 

onomatopoeia using a word that imitates a sound 

paronomasia word play using similar sounding words with different meanings 

pleonasm the use of redundant or superfluous words 

HEBREW PARALLELISM* 
(Hebrew poetry “rhymes” ideas rather than sounds) 

chiasmus/chiasm  inverted parallelism, the second half mirroring the first half with the main 
point in the center of the poem or passage. [Prov. 31:10-31] 

synonymous/synthetic the lines say basically the same thing in a similar way. [Ps. 24:2] 

contrastive/antithetic the second line contrasts with the first. [Ps. 37:16] 

developmental/progressive the second line completes the unfinished thought of the first. [Ps. 16:8] 

grammatical the second line is structured using the same parts of speech as the first, 
often in the same order, but using different words [Ps. 19:7-8] 
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*These categories reflect two schemes of parallelism analysis as found in J. Scott Duvall & J. Daniel Hays, Grasp-

ing God’s Word (GR: Zondervan, 2005) and Andrew E. Hill & John H. Walton, A Survey of the Old Testament 

(GR: Zondervan, 2000). 


