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Cities of Refuge (Joshua 20) 

 Israel was the only ANE nation to distinguish between murder and manslaughter. 
 Those who accidently killed a person could go to one of these 6 cities and their 

safety would be guaranteed. 
 Family members of a murderer were fair game for vengeance in the ANE… except 

in Israel, where they could go to a city of refuge and be protected. 
 The names of these cities are meaningful (and possibly all foreshadow Messiah): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ban (hiērem) 

 Meaning: devoted for complete destruction, accursed. 
 First mention: Numbers 21:3 “And Israel made a vow to ADONAI and said, If You 

will deliver these people to our hands, we will utterly destroy their cities.” 

 In Joshua, the cities of Jericho and Ai are called hiērem (but Achan disobeyed). 

 In 1 Samuel 15, the Amalekites are hiērem (but Saul disobeyed). 

 Concept: Individuals are judges after death, but nations are judges for bloodguilt 
sins on earth 

 
Bloodguilt Sins 

 Meaning: deliberate shedding of innocent blood; includes child sacrifice, abortion. 
 Blood requires blood: For the deliberate shedding of innocent blood, G-d requires 

the death penalty (Genesis 9:5-6).  
 Wherever governments don’t carry out the required death penalty, G-d will call that 

place cursed (Numbers 35:33). 
 E.g., Canaanites sacrificed their own children to demons (Psalm 106:37-40), thus  

G-d declared hiērem upon them (Joshua 1-2). 

 E.g., King Manasseh shed innocent blood (2 Kings 21:16), and G-d did not pardon 
him (24:4); sent Judah into captivity for 50 years. 

NAME OF CITY MEANING MESSIANIC SIGNIFICANCE 

KEDESH Sanctuary, Holy place Christ is our refuge/sanctuary (Rev. 1:18) 

SHECHEM back, shoulder In Christ, we find rest (Luke 15:5) 

HEBRON fellowship, alliance fellowship b/c Christ purifies us (1 John 1:7) 

BEZER strength In Christ, we find strength (Luke 1:51) 

RAMOTH high place raised up together to sit in heavenly places in 
Christ (Ephesians 2:6) 

GOLAN exile Christ was rejected (Isaiah 53:3; Luke 1:11) 


