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If you search the Bible for “Rosh Hashanah” (Head of the Year), you will come up empty.  The phrase is 
never used in Scripture.  The holy day now called by this name IS there, however.  Leviticus 23:23-25 
describes it.  This is the first mention of this holy day of G-d.  It is commanded by G-d, “In the seventh 
month, the first of the month is to be for you a day of complete rest for remembering, a holy 
convocation announced with blasts of the trumpet.  Do not do any kind of ordinary work and bring an 
offering made by fire to Adonai.” 
 
This is the only “day of remembrance” the Bible commands which does not tell us what it is we are 
supposed to be remembering.  The Bible calls months only by their number, never by a name, but later 
Judaism (during the Babylonian captivity) would call this month Tishri.  As the seventh month, Tishri is 
the Sabbatical month – the holiest of months. 
 
Nehemiah 8:1-12 tells us that on this holy day, the Torah was read to the Israelites after many years of 
neglect, and when it was, they were so overwhelmed that their rebelliousness was broken and they 
cried and repented for ten days until Ezra instructed them to rejoice and give thanks and feast. 
 
As all of the holy days of G-d look both backward and forward, so does this one.  The rabbis believe that 
the past event being remembered here (though not spelled out in Scripture) is the first Sabbath at the 
close of the Creation week recounted in Genesis 1-2.  It is a commemoration of the last time that man 
lived in harmony with G-d as an unfallen creature and looks forward to when the Messiah will come and 
restore us to that unfallen state.   
 
Note that I am using the term “fallen” because that is what the Church is used to, but it is really not a 
good description of what happened in Genesis 3.  “Fallen” gives the impression that Adam and Eve had a 
passive role in the event, which is not the case.  “Rebellion” is a better description of the first sin.  They 
KNEW that eating of the forbidden tree was an act of disobedience to G-d.  It was not an accident; it was 
DELIBERATE sin.  Yom Teruah (Rosh Hashanah) is when the people of G-d celebrate both in 
remembrance and anticipation man’s state of sinlessless and harmony before Genesis 3.  How much 
time passed between the first Sabbath and the first sin is not given to us in Scripture, but it is generally 
thought that it was no more than 4 months and probably less than one. 
 
The trumpets used for this holy day are not silver trumpets (like the war trumpets used in battle, e.g. at 
the Battle of Jericho); they are ram’s horns.  Many rabbis have pointed to this feature as indicating the 
event being remembered is Isaac’s “almost-sacrifice.”  In Genesis 22, G-d tests Abraham’s faith by 
commanding him to sacrifice his son Isaac as a whole burnt offering (holocaust offering).  The next day, 
Abraham takes Isaac to the place where G-d commanded him to make the sacrifice, prepared to obey.  
Just as Abraham was about to slay Isaac, G-d intervened and told him to stop.  He provided a ram to be 
sacrificed in Isaac’s place – a SUBSTITUTIONARY ATONEMENT (22:13).  It is for this reason that the horns 
of the ram are specifically used to make the shofars used on Yom Teruah.   
 
There are three purposes for which a shofar is sounded: [1] a call to repentance, to wake up a 
generation dead in sin; [2] to remind the L-rd of His covenant relationship with Israel not according to 



merit but according to grace; and *3+ to confuse the accuser Satan *Hebrew for “adversary”+ so that he 
would be unable to find any accusations to make against Israel.    
 
All three uses for the shofar have prophetic significance. 
[1] a call to repentance, to wake up a generation dead in sin:  This has obvious meaning for the past and 
present, as the Bible depicts salvation as involving us being dead in sin and raised as a new creation.  It 
also looks forward to the Rapture, when “the L-rd Himself will come down from heaven with a rousing 
cry, with a call from one of the ruling angels, and with G-D’S SHOFAR;  those who died united with the 
Messiah will be the first to rise; then we who are left still alive will be caught up with them in the clouds 
to meet the L-rd in the air; and thus will we always be with the L-rd” (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 cjb).   
 
Passover looks back to G-d’s redemption of Israel, but Yom Teruah is universal – for Israel first, but also 
for all mankind, since Adam and Eve are “pre-Israel.”  All of humankind being represented by Adam and 
losing perfect fellowship with G-d when Adam sinned, all of humankind needs to be redeemed. 
 
Yom Teruah/Rosh Hashanah, besides looking back at pre-rebellion creation and the sparing of Isaac, also 
looks forward to a Messianic event – the return of Messiah to earth to establish the Kingdom of G-d.  
Revelation tells us that His coming will be heralded by seven trumpet blasts (Revelation 11:15).   
 
Note that Paul anticipates misunderstanding and false teaching and thus clarifies by stating TWICE that 
this event does not happen on earth but, rather, IN THE CLOUDS… IN THE AIR.   We see two raptures in 
the first testament, showing us what this coming Rapture will look like.  Elijah is raptured in 2 Kings 2:1-
12 – a picture of Israel’s rapture, and Enoch is raptured in Genesis 5:18-24 – a picture of Gentile rapture 
foreshadowing Gentile inclusion in the Church and its rapture.  Of course Christ’s ascension is another 
rapture, giving us a second testament example as well, with our Messiah going up before us “to prepare 
a place” for us (John 14:3). 
 
It also looks to the initiation of the Kingdom, as Messiah said at His trial, “You say rightly that I am a king.  
For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world…” (John 18:36-37a).  A 
prominent feature of the Kingdom is our bodily Resurrection, when we shed our corrupt flesh and put 
on incorruptible bodies for our everlasting life on the new earth (1 Corinthians 15:52): “The trumpet will 
sound, the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we will be changed.”  This will be the second, "better 
resurrection" spoken of in Hebrews 11:35.  Christ was the first to receive the incorruptible body as the 
firstfruits of the Resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:20), which is why some who were close to Him (Mary, 
Thomas, etc.) did not immediately recognize Him; He was in a new body.  
 
[2] To remind G-d of His covenant with us:  our reunion with G-d, being caught up with the L-rd in the 
air, is a restoration of the communion Adam and Eve had with G-d before their rebellion.   This is the 
fulfillment of His new covenant promise to internalize the Torah in His people (Jeremiah 31:31-33), to 
have it written on our “hearts” (which in the ancient world means “mind” or “thoughts”).  If we remain 
in sin, we cannot remain in G-d’s presence without being destroyed, so our continued obedience to 
Torah is necessary for continued fellowship with G-d.  Christ’s righteousness gets us there, and having 
the Torah ever on our minds (being Torah-obedient) keeps us there, just as it keeps the angels who 
didn’t rebel with Satan in fellowship with G-d (Revelation 12:3-4). 
 
[3] To confuse the accuser Satan:  The events mentioned above – the Rapture and the establishment of 
the Kingdom – are both heralded by trumpets (shofars).  Sounding them on Yom Teruah/Rosh Hashanah 
confounds Satan into thinking that it is too late to accuse G-d’s people; they’ve been raptured and his 



judgment is coming.  After the tribulation, it will also signal Satan’s judgment day, when he will be cast 
into the lake of fire for 1000 years.  Note that he isn’t there yet; he’s the ruler of this world until the end 
of the Tribulation Great.  The account of his expulsion from heaven tells us his tail “swept a third of the 
stars *angels+ out of heaven and threw them down to EARTH” – not Hell (Revelation 12:4).  Job 1:6-7 
tells us Satan is “roaming throughout the earth, moving back and forth in it.”  He is not locked up in hell 
until his judgment, still yet to come (Revelation 20:1-3).  The “prince of this world” will finally be “cast 
out” (John 12:31).  The final trumpet call will occur after Satan’s release, after he loses his final battle 
against Christ (Armageddon), when he is thrown into hell a second time – this time for eternity 
(Revelation 20:10).   The sound of the shofar is ALWAYS bad news for Satan!  
 
These holy days of G-d are not just for the Jews; they are for all the people of G-d.  The first testament is 
affirmed by Christ in Matthew 5:18-19 and by Paul in 2 Timothy 3:16.  Not one yod or seraph of the 
Torah and Prophets will pass away until heaven and earth pass away; and the Torah and Prophets, 
which are G-d – breathed, are profitable “for teaching the truth, convicting of sin, correcting faults, and 
training in right living.”  By keeping G-d’s holy days, we can better understand G-d’s remarkable plan for 
humanity and how it will unfold.  By looking back at G-d’s dealings with His people in history, we can see 
more clearly how He will deal with His people in the future, for He is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever (Hebrews 13:8). 
 
   


