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SUKKOT (Feast of Tabernacles/Booths) 
 

       
 
Sukkot, or Feast of Tabernacles, is the apex of the Biblical Fall Holy Days.  Dr. Adams calls this eight-
day festival Israel’s “national campout.”  That moniker is fitting, because during this time, we 
deprive ourselves from the luxuries of “home” by eating and sleeping in a temporary booth (called 
in Hebrew a sukkah, the plural of which is sukkot) for eight days. 
 
In Temple times, this was one of the three “pilgrimage” feasts (along with Pesach and Shavuot; cf. 
Dt. 16:16).  Every Jewish male who was physically able was required to go up to Jerusalem to 
celebrate this moed (appointed time).  It is first instituted in Leviticus 23:39-43 as “a perpetual 
convocation for all generations,” meaning that its mandated observance for Jews (optional for 
Gentiles) extends into the New Covenant and even into the Millennial Kingdom (when Christ 
returns to reign).   
 
It commemorates the desert wanderings, when Israel, after having been rescued out of Egypt, slept 
and ate in temporary dwellings until they reached the Promised Land.  During that time, G-d 
provided everything that they needed, so this is a time of thanksgiving for G-d’s providence.  Note 
too that G-d Himself lived in a temporary dwelling during this time as well – the Tabernacle. 
 
Sukkot is celebrated from the 15th to the 22nd days of seventh month (Tishri).  Its coincidence with 
the agricultural cycle coordinates it with a harvest offering.  In Temple times, the first day of the 
feast required a sin-offering of 13 bullocks, 12 on the second day, 11 on the third, diminishing by 
one each day until seven were offered on the seventh day.  This resulted in a total of 70 bullocks 
sacrificed on behalf of the 70 nations of the ancient world.  This ritual looks forward to the 
conversion of all people to the G-d of Israel and to their ingathering under the Shekinah glory.  For 
this reason, Sukkot is sometimes also called the “Feast of Ingathering,” or in John’s Gospel, simply 
“the Feast” (John 7:37).  Whatever harvest offerings are collected are made available to the needy 
(similar to a Thanksgiving food drive, but on a national scale). 
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The “four species” – citron, date palm, myrtle, and willow – are used to construct the walls and roof 
of the tabernacles and also bound together into a “lulav” and carried by worshipers throughout the 
festival and waved at certain times during the services.  
 
A unique feature of this festival is the waterpouring.  Throughout the year, as sacrifices are offered, 
dried blood accumulated on the altar.  Each day of Sukkot, the high priest would go down to the 
Pool of Siloam with a golden pitcher and fill it with water to pour on the altar.  This served to clean 
the bloodgrooves of the altar once a year.  The stream of blood and water flowing from the Temple 
each day of Sukkot was possibly recalled by those who witnessed the blood and water flowing from 
the Messiah’s side on the Cross.  Today, water and wine are poured together into a basin to 
produce the same picture (in miniature).   
 
The seventh day of Sukkot is called Hosanna Rabba (the “Great Salvation”).  On this day, during the 
waterpouring, shofars are sounded and the people chant the Hallel (Psalms 113-118).  The Hallel 
concludes with “the Great Hosanna”: 
 
“Save now, I beseech You, O L-rd.  O L-rd, I beseech You: send prosperity now.  Blessed is he who 
comes in the Name of the L-rd.  We have blessed you out of the House of the L-rd.  G-d is the L-rd 
who has shown us light; bind the sacrifice with cords to the horns of the altar.  You are my G-d and I 
will praise You; You are my G-d and I will exalt You.”   
 
“Save now” in Hebrew is “Hosanna.”  The Triumphal Entry of Messiah into Jerusalem being greeted 
with shouts of “Hosanna” (save us now) is prefigured here in this ancient feast! 
 
Picture the waterpouring, the shofar blasting, the chanting of this psalm, and the shouts of Hosanna 
and waving of lulavs.  This is the backdrop for the scene in John 7 where Messiah Yeshua (Jesus) 
says, “If anyone thirst, let him come to Me and drink.  He who believes on Me, out of his belly shall 
flow rivers of living water” (John 7:38). 
 
Sukkot is uniquely singled out by the Prophet Zechariah as a litmus test for determining who will 
receive G-d’s blessings in the Millennial Kingdom and who will not: 
 
"Everyone remaining from all the Gentiles that come back to Jerusalem will go up to worship the 
King, the L-rd of Hosts, and to keep the Feast of Tabernacles. If any Gentile does not go up to 
Jerusalem to worship the King, the L-rd of Hosts, no rain will fall on them. If the family of Egypt does 
not go up, if they refuse to come, they will have no annual overflow; moreover, there will be a 
plague with which the L-rd will strike the Gentiles that do not go up to keep the Feast of 
Tabernacles. This will be Egypt's punishment, and the punishment of all the Gentiles who do not go 
up to keep the Feast of Tabernacles" (Zechariah 14:16-19). 
 
“Rain” here is a synecdoche for “Divine blessing.”  A synecdoche is a figure of speech using part of 
something to represent the whole thing, or one item from a category to represent the whole 
category.  This is a common Hebraistic literary feature.  Often, for example, the first line of a psalm 
will be given in a Biblical text when the reader is intended to recall the entire psalm.  
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In the same way, it is likely that Sukkot is intended to be read as a synecdoche here for the whole of 
the Biblical calendar.  Isaiah 66:23 supports this, indicating that in the Millennial Kingdom EVERY 
Christian will follow the Biblical calendar - "'Every month on the New Moon and every week on the 
Seventh Day Sabbath, everyone living will come to worship in My presence,' say the L-rd." That 
depicts G-d’s rejection of the present calendar and a return to the Biblical calendar.  
 
 
SIGNIFICANCE FOR THE CHURCH  
 
Sukkot has two fulfillments, one past and one yet future.  The past fulfillment is the first advent of 
Messiah – the Virgin Birth, and the second (yet future) fulfillment is the Second Coming – which 
Messiah presented a picture of at the Triumphal Entry.  In the first fulfillment, Messiah came to 
TEMPORARILY tabernacle among His people, and in the second, He will come to PERMANENTLY 
tabernacle among us and reign.  The first coming is a shadow of the second.   
 
Some believe that the Gospel of John uses Chanukkah imagery (the light motif) to allude to Christ’s 
conception, which places His birth nine months later in September, possibly during Sukkot.  Most 
scholars agree with a September date for His birth, but very few attest the Sukkot theory.  We are 
left wondering: if His birth did occur during Sukkot, why wouldn’t at least one of the Gospels 
mention that?  Sukkot ultimately pictures the time when G-d (Messiah) will permanently dwell 
among us – everlastingly immanuel (G-d with us). 
 
John draws the connection between the Feast of Tabernacles and the Eschatological Ingathering: 
 
“After this, I looked, and there before me was a huge crowd, too large for anyone to count, from 
every nation, tribe, people, and tongue.  They were standing in front of the throne and in front of 
the Lamb, dressed in white robes and holding palm branches in their hands, and they shouted, 
“Victory to G-d, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” (Revelation 7:9-10). 
 
The rabbis say that until you have seen Jerusalem during this feast, you do not know what rejoicing 
is… but even that pales in comparison to the rejoicing we’ll experience when Christ comes to reign 
and every race, tribe, tongue, and nation is gathered to worship together at the foot of the throne 
of Messiah!  

 
 
HEBREW VOCABULARY 
 

tAKus  (sing. h"Kus) booths, tabernacles 
gAr.t,a citron  
~yir"m.T (sing. r"m:T) date palm frond 
~yiSdh (sing. s"d]h) myrtle 
h"b"r][ willow branch 
b"lWl bundle of the “four species” 
 


